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Monsieur, I have not been able to know or to learn
from any Savage why they have killed them. For
the rest, their desire and undertaking is [130] to go
away, three or four hundred men, that they may try
to surprise the French, so as to do the same with
them as they have done with these others. But God
grant that they may not accomplish their design."

Such is, word for word, what the Dutch have writ-
ten concerning the death of Father Isaac Jogues.
One of these two letters is dated the thirtieth of
October; the other, the fourteenth of November, of
last year, 1646. They were not delivered to Mon-
sieur our Governor until the month of June in this
year, 1647. A little before having received them,
some Algonquin women and a Huron, having escaped
from captivity among those Barbarians, had indeed
told us of this murder; but they did not describe the
particulars of it,— we shall know them still more
fully some day.

We have honored this death as the death of a Mar-
tyr ; and, although we were in various places, several
of our Fathers,— without knowing aught from one
another, because of the distance between those
places, although they could not resolve to celebrate
for him the Mass of the dead, have indeed offered
this adorable sacrifice by way of thanksgiving for the
[131] blessings that God had extended to him. The
laymen who knew him intimately, and the Religious
houses, have honored this death,—feeling inclined
rather to invoke the Father than to pray for his soul.

It is the thought of several learned men, and this
idea is more than reasonable, that he is truly a martyr
before God, who renders witness to Heaven and earth
that he values the Faith and the publication of the


